'FROM AIL OTHER ONLY TO HER i ME BETAKE*

have it, nor yet Dame Elinor's eldest sister for many considera-
tions, the which your grace both can and will best consider'.
And, my Lord, it is a double offence both to do ill, and colour it
too, but with men that have wit it cannot be accepted so; where-
fore, good my Lord, use no more that way with me, for there
is no man living that more hateth it; these things being thus
committed, either I must have reserved them in pectore, whereby
more displeasure might happen to breed; or else thus roundly and
plainly to declare them to you, because that I do think, that cum
amico et familiari sincere semper est agendum^ and specially the
Master to his best beloved servant and friend. For in so doing,
the one shall be the more circumspect in his doing, the other shall
declare and show the loathness that is in him to have any occasion
to be displeased with him. And as touching the redress of
religion, (if it be observed and continued) undoubtedly it is a
gracious act, notwithstanding if all reports be true, ab imbecillis
imbecilla expectantur-, howbeit^Mr. Benet hath informed me that
her age, personage, and manner prae se jert gravitatem. I pray
God it be so indeed, seeing that she is preferred to that room, I
understand furthermore, (which greatly to my comfort), that you
have ordered yourself to godward as religiously and virtuously
as any prelate or father of Christ's Church can do; wherein so
doing and persevering there can nothing more be acceptable to
God, more honour to yourself, nor more desired of your friends,
amongst the which I reckon not myself the least.

Since hitherto I have played both the part of a master and
friend me-thinketh? yet once more I must occupy the same,
desiring you to take it in good part; for surely I do it upon no
other ground but for the wealth of your soul and mind; and
because I dare be bolder with you than a great many that mumble
it abroad, and to the intent that I would that the foundation by
you meant and begun, should take felice and prosperous success.
Surely it is reckoned that much of the good that buildeth the
same should not be the best acquisite and gotten, reckoning it to
come from many a religious house unlawfully, bearing the cloak
of kindness toward the edifying of jour College; which kindness
cannot sink in many a man's heart to be in them, since that those
same religious houses would not grant to their Sovereign in his
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